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The two most critical elements needed to read well are 
a sophisticated vocabulary and prior knowledge or experience.
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VOCABULARY FOR A LIFETIME!


Vocabulary refers to the words that we must know to communicate effectively.  There are four types of vocabulary that are essential…





Listening Vocabulary – the words we need to know to understand what we hear


Speaking Vocabulary – the words we use when we speak


Reading Vocabulary – the words we need to know to understand what we read


Writing Vocabulary – the words we use in writing





Parents are a child’s first vocabulary teacher.  


Families can contribute a great deal to the


vocabulary development of their children.





Research shows that most vocabulary is learned by children indirectly when they…


engage themselves in conversation


listen to adults read to them


read extensively on their own





SIMPLE SUGGESTIONS TO BUILD VOCABULARY 


Use descriptive language – As you are running errands, tell your child the proper terms for things that they see 


(cabbages vs. vegetables OR Doberman vs. dog)


Reading aloud to your child – Stop and discuss interesting words


Encourage family discussions – Turn off the TV and talk.  The best place is at the dinner table!


Word of the week – Each member of the family takes a turn selecting a word for the week.  You could hang this word on the refrigerator. All week the family tries to use that word as much as possible!


  














Dates to Remember





March 4th-No School/ Staff In-service





March 28th-End of Marking Period /Early Dismissal





March 29th to April 2nd -  No School








Kindergarten Registration-Check your building’s schedule for the dates.




















Websites to Explore for Vocabulary Information/Ideas





              www.spookaboos.com


        www.starfall.com


        www.readinglady.com


        www.funbrain.com


        � HYPERLINK "http://www.surfnetkids.com" �www.surfnetkids.com�


www.wegivebooks.org/books








DID YOU KNOW…


…that a young child’s spoken or oral vocabulary is about two years ahead of their reading vocabulary





…it takes between 35 and 40 exposures to a word for a person to “own” it (write it, pronounce it, spell it, 


    recognize it in speech, explain it…)





…children who read for pleasure acquire a large vocabulary. They do this involuntarily and without 


    conscious effort. (Krashen,1993)











