[image: image1.wmf]Dallastown Area School District
Reading Support Newsletter
November 2012

[image: image2.wmf]



�





Meet the Teacher Night


          Thank you to all who attended Meet the Teacher Night on October 16.  It was a pleasure meeting all the parents who attended that night to get some great information about reading and the Title I program at Dallastown while their kids had a great show by Bookwoman.


1st Marking Period Assessment


     First marking period assessments have been completed.  The benchmark for this marking period for first grade was a DRA level 4.  At this level, a retelling of the story is required. In second grade the benchmark was a DRA level 18.  Many children struggle with the concept of a retelling. This is especially true for first graders just learning this concept.  As you read with your child, remember to have a conversation about these important parts of the story.


Main characters


Setting


Problem of the story


Events in order


End of the story/solution to problem





     Complete retellings should include details in the events portion of the retelling and actual words used in the story.  Your child should also be able to tell a favorite part of the story and something about themselves that relates to the story (a connection). Second graders should now be able to talk about the most important part of the story and the author’s message.





     The benchmark for third grade this marking period is a level 30. Children at this level need to be able to write a short summary successfully as well as answer literal, interpretive and reflective questions. Children need to WRITE their comprehension piece at this level rather than state it orally.




















 








Dates to Remember





November 6- Progress Reports sent home (Please look for these to come home in a sealed envelope!)


			


November 19 (Monday) 5:30-8:30 PM


Parent/Teacher Conferences





November 20 (Tuesday) 12:00-7:45 PM


Parent/Teacher Conferences &NO SCHOOL





November 21- November 26 No School


		Thanksgiving Vacation 




















Fun Websites to Visit





� HYPERLINK "http://www.littlekids.nationalgeographic.com/littlekids/" ��www.littlekids.nationalgeographic.com/littlekids/� 


This has some great non-fiction information for your child to enjoy at lower reading levels. Click on young explorer!


� HYPERLINK "http://www.lancasterlibraries.org" ��www.lancasterlibraries.org�


Click on tumble books to listen to some great stories read aloud.











Guided Reading:  During guided reading the teacher works with small groups of students using leveled text for the following purposes:  predicting, assisting in comprehension, focusing upon specific skills, increasing phrasing in fluent reading, and/or coaching the use of various reading strategies.  (Fountas and Pinnell 2001).





Developmental Reading Assessment (DRA):  This assessment is a series of leveled books used by teachers to determine students’ reading accuracy, fluency, and comprehension levels.  DRA data is collected at the end of each marking period to determine student progress and instructional need.  









